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MysteryPlanesCause Excitementat Darwin

EVENINGAND EARLY
MORNINGVISITBY
TWO UNIDENTIFIED

MACHINES

Investigations

To Be Made
By FederalAuthorities

DARWIN,Wednesday.— Official

inquiries to-day established beyond
reasonable doubt that two unidenti-

fied planesflyingin high and fast
from the Timor and

disappearing

in

a south-westerlydirection were
seen and heard over Darwin during

last week.At 6 p.m. on Thursday

P. Williams,an employeeat the
aerodrome, and. P. Love, a wharf
labourer,were standing,near a hotel
in the centre of the town when

theysaw a silvergrey machine;pass
highto the westof the town.The
soundof the engines of the ma-
chinewas heardby others.

At 4.30 a.m. yesterday the foremanof
the Darwin electric power station,

MauriceHoltz, detectedthe sound of

a high powered engine and saw a large

machinedisappearingto the south-
west.The planeshowedonly one light,

and this orange coloured.
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The reports caused great excitement

in the town.The reports are too
authentic to be ignored,and no regis-

tered Australian plane, Government,

commercialor private; was withinhun-
dredsof milesof Darwin at the time

the mysteriousvisitorswere observed.

About four monthsago workmenen-
gaged,on the

construction

of the new
water storageat MantonGap, about

40 milesfrom Darwin, reported that a
fast Moth plane passed overhead short-

ly after sundown.The machinecar-
riedno lightsor marks.

At the time this reportwas
discredit-

ed, but it was revealed to-daythat
subsequentinquiryresultedin a lengthy

reportbeing forwardedto the defence

authorities.
The Manton Gap

reservoir

willbe an
essential

part of the defence base in
the courseof

construction

at Darwin.

Fewpeoplewereoutof bedandthe
town was

practically
in darknesswhen

Holtzeobserved the plane yesterday

morning.It might easilyhave escaped

notice but for the fact its presence was
betrayedin romanticfashionby the
exhaust note of the dieselengineused
at the powerhouse.This enginede-
velopsabout 1000 revolutions at normal
speedand Holtzobservedthat the
presence

of any othermachine in the
vicinitydevelopingmore or less than
1000 revolutions is reflectedclearlyin
the exhaust, beat of the power house

engine.

At 4.30 a.m. yesterdayhe was at-
tending the enginewhen he noticed a
distinct changein thenoteof theex-
haust.Accustomedto the departureof
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air mailplanesfrom the localaero-

dromeabout5 a.m. on threemornings

a week,he at firstpaidlittle attention

to the antics of his
unofficialsoundde-

tector.Then he realisedsuddenlythat
no machinewas scheduled to leave

Darwinon Tuesdaymorning. He rush-
ed outside arid saw the machine in the

air.
"Believe

me thereis no doubtabout

it being an
aeroplane," declaredHoltz

this morning. "My enginetellsno lies,

and I am
positive

whatI saw was an
aeroplane. Darkness and the fact the
objectwas movingat high speedmade
it

impossible

for me to get a goodview

of the
machine,

butit
seemed

to be a
multi-enginedmonoplane."

Officials

are of the opinionit willbe
difficult to get a more reliable witness

than Holtz.

Williams,the aerodromeemployee

who reported the presence of a strange

plane last Thursday,said to-dayhe
could securea numberof other wit-

nessesif necessary.Colouredsilvergrey

and apparentlyhigh powered, the ma-
chine was unmistakable. During the
last three months,and particularlyat
a time when the so-called"Japanese

fisheries training ship" Hakuyo Maru
was in Darwin,severalresidents claim-

ed to have seen
mysteriousflights over

and near the town at night.

At leasttwo nationshave basesnear

enough to send aircraft to Australia

and back withoutrefuelling. Palao, the
Japanesepearlingbase in the Mandated

Territory,is only 1200 milesfrom Dar-
win.

In their endeavour to unravel the
mysterythe

authorities
have been in-
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terested in a briefreportreceived here
of the big defencemanoeuvresat
Singapore.

This reportstated that
the forceswouldbe divided and one

side would defendan imaginary con-
tinental State 1200 miles south of
Malaya."It had been suggestedthat
R.A.F. machinestaking part in pre-
parationsfor these manoeuvres might
have strayedas far southas Darwin.

When the incomingQantas mail

planeleft Darwinfor Brisbane this
morning a testwas madeof the sound

detection capabilitiesof the electric

powerhousediesel enginewhichHoltz
claimedto have betrayed the presence

of the strangeplane yesterday.The
Qantas planeleftthe townon a similar

course,and its presencecouldbe plain-

ly
detected

in the noteof the diesel

engine'sexhaust.

CANBERRA,Wednesday.— In-

quiries will be made by the Minis-

ter for the Interior (Mr. McEwen)

on the reportthat strangeplanes

have been seen over Darwin.The
Administrator of the NorthernTer-

ritory(Mr. C. L. Abbott) will be
askedfor a report. No official ad-
vice has been received by the Gov-
ernment.


